
Vatandara: Exchange
Curated by School of Liberal Arts (BNU), Lok Rahs and Context Theatre.

An exchange between theatre artists, young people and the public to create 
a vibrant dialogue about the future of Pakistani Theatre

----

The project is multifaceted, involving creative sessions, discussion forums, symposiums and live theatre 
performances in Pakistan and across geographical borders, throughout 2004. Vatandara will:

1. Locate young upcoming theatrical potential primarily from a range of Lahore’s educational 
institutions through a careful screening process, which has involved workshops in the 
institutions concerned plus consultations and observation of work produced.
A total of 30 students have been selected to participate in the full Vatandara and other students 

have been identified, whom we are hoping to involve in the later stages of the programme.
Institutions we have involved include:
Beaconhouse National University (BNU)
University of Engineering and Technology (UET)
Government College University (GCU)
Kinnaird College (KC)
Punjab University (PU fine arts department) 
National College of Arts (NCA)
Hunrkada
Lok Rahs 

1. Inspire the selected participants to create original work of their own through exposure to 
some of Pakistan’s most prominent performance artists working in a variety of forms via 
diverse processes. These creative sessions take place each Friday afternoon at Alhamara 
Hall 2, Open Air Complex, Ferozepur Road (unless otherwise stated).

The programme runs as follows:
5 March 12 March
Imran Aslam: Sarmad Sehbai:
Entertainment and the Word The Image and the Word

19 March 26 March
Pappu Sain and Farhad Humayun: Shafqat Hussein:
Music as Performance (Folk and percussion) Music and Performance (Classical)

2 April 9 April
Navid Shazhad: Mohammed Waseem:
Fathers and Daughters Interactive Theatre

16 April 23 April
Practitioner to be confirmed: Sheema Kermani:
Commercial theatre Dance Theatre

30 April 7 May
Usmaan Peerzada: Huma Safdar:
Producing Street Theatre



14 May 21 May
Faizaan Peerzada: Salman Shahid:
Moving Objects Public Places/ Private Spaces
NB. Venue: The Museum of Puppetry, 
Plot No.1, Green Acre Housing Scheme, 
Nr. Dubhai Town, Raiwind Road.

28 May
Madeeha Gauher:
Contemporary Reality and Traditional Forms

3.   Reflect Each Friday evening will consist of a session open to the general public, taking on 
the form of the artist’s choice- discussion/ debate, play reading/ film screening, showing of 
work created during the day- or elements in combination. These sessions follow the above 
schedule at The Alhamara (unless otherwise stated), between 7-9pm.

4. Create Parallel to the weekly sessions, artists and young people involved in the 
programme are being invited to submit proposals for the development of new work- involving 
participation from the core group plus other professionals and other young people. A special 
preview of work being developed will be open to the public 29-30 May. 

5. Perform public Full performances of work that has been developed throughout the programme 
will be shown in a festival set up in Lahore, mid-September 2004. 

6. Travel A selection of pieces will travel across geographical borders with one artist representative 
to work on their piece in collaboration with international artists, exploring the process of cultural 
translation. We are presently setting up a festival in London, UK for October 2004, and have 
commitment from a range of prominent artists which include:
Jatinder Verma (Tara Arts), Lisa Goldman (The Redroom), Forkbeard Fantasy, David Tse 
(Yellow Earth), Rebecca Manson Jones (The Almeida), John Fox (Welfare State International), 
Kristine Landon Smith (Tamasha), Ben Harrison (IronGrid), Dominic Rai (Man Mela), Zam 
Nasreen, Aileen Gonsalves, Janet Steel (Kali Theatre)
*This is subject to review dependent upon the performance proposals accepted, and funding.  

We are also hoping to Vatandara with a range of other countries, including India, establishing an 
international community of theatre artists committed to future collaborations. 

Their will be regular updates of the programme and performance processes on Context Theatre’s website- 
www.contextheatre.co.uk

For further information please contact- 
Claire Pamment (Context Theatre, Dramaturg): 
Beaconhouse National University, 3-C Zafar Ali Road, Gulberg 5, Lahore 54400, Pakistan 
Tel: (+92) 42-5718260-3, (+92) 0300 4342661
Fax: (+92) 42- 5760254
Email: vatandara@contrextheatre.co.uk

Shoaib Iqbal: (Lok Rahs, Co-ordinator)
Punjab Lok Rahs, 100 Tipu Block , Garden Town, Lahore – 54600, Pakistan
Tel: 042 5830985, 0320 4650372
      Email: shoaib.iqbal@lokpunjab.org

Navid Shahzad (Beaconhouse National University, Consultant)
Beaconhouse National University, 3-C Zafar Ali Road, Gulberg 5, Lahore 54400, Pakistan 
Tel: (+92) 42-5718260-3
Fax: (+92) 42- 5760254
Email: 


